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InquiryInquiry
QuestionQuestion
I am curious about the integration of
environmental sustainability into my
teaching practice. 

What can we do in our
classrooms/schools/communities to
positively contribute to protecting
Mother Earth. 



What Who

Why Where & When

What is
sustainability?
What is
sustainability
integration?

Who does it
benefit? 
Who can it be
done with?

When & where can
you teach about
sustainability? Engage
in sustainability
practices? 

Why is
sustainability
important?

“ e n v i r o n m e n t a l
e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  f o s t e r
t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n ’ s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o w a r d s

o u r  p l a n e t  a n d  a n
a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e

n e e d  t o  c a r e  f o r  i t ,
t h e r e b y  o f f e r i n g  t h e
b e n e f i t  o f  a  b e t t e r

f u t u r e  f o r  a l l . ”
( R o d r í g u e z  e t  a l . ,

2 0 2 2 ,  p .  9 5 )

Five W’s of Sustainability Integration



ImplementationImplementation

C u r r i c u l u m  I n t e g r a t i o n
P r o j e c t - B a s e d  L e a r n i n g
O u t d o o r  E d u c a t i o n
G u e s t  S p e a k e r s  

G r e e n  C l a s s r o o m
P r a c t i c e s
S u s t a i n a b l e  S u p p l i e s
W a s t e  R e d u c t i o n

T E A C H I N G  P R A C T I C E C L A S S R O O M

G r e e n  I n i t i a t i v e s
S c h o o l  G a r d e n s
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C l u b s

C o m m u n i t y  O u t r e a c h
E d u c a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n s

S C H O O L C O M M U N I T Y



ResearchResearch

“Barriers reported most often by
teachers were lack of time in
teaching schedule, lack of
alignment with the curriculum at
a current grade level, a school-
wide focus on other areas, and
lack of planning time”(Merritt et
al., 2018, p. 27)

( M e r r i t t  e t  a l . ,  2 0 1 8 ,  p .  2 8 )

B a r r i e r s  o f  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  E d u c a t i o n  



“ ​​A n o t h e r  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t a b l e  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  i s  e n g a g i n g  t h e  " w h o l e "  s t u d e n t ”  ( B y r n e ,
2 0 1 6 ,  p .  7 )

“ R e s e a r c h  h a s  c l e a r l y  s h o w n  t h a t  k n o w i n g  " t h i n g s "  a n d  h a v i n g  s k i l l s
d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o r  d i r e c t l y  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
r e s p o n s i b l e  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o r s ”  ( B y r n e ,  2 0 1 6 ,  p .  7 )

“ I f  a  k e y  g o a l  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o
p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e c o m e  a g e n t s  o f  p o s i t i v e  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
c h a n g e ,  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t o  b e  i n s p i r e d  t o  w a n t  t o  d o  t h i s ”  ( B y r n e ,
2 0 1 6 ,  p .  7 )

Research
C H A L L E N G E S  O F  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  



Research
“ T e a c h e r s  r e p o r t e d  m o d e l i n g  c l a s s r o o m  b e h a v i o r s
f o c u s e d  o n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n
e x p l i c i t l y  t e a c h i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  c o n c e p t s ”  ( M e r r i t t
e t  a l . ,  2 0 1 8 ,  p .  2 5 )

“ m o d e l i n g  o f  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p r a c t i c e s  c a n  h e l p
c h i l d r e n  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  e a r t h  a n d
p r o t e c t  r e s o u r c e s .  H i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d
t h a t  r o l e  m o d e l s  a t  s c h o o l  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r
b e h a v i o r s . ”  ( M e r r i t t  e t  a l . ,  2 0 1 8 ,  p .  2 2 )

T E A C H I N G  A B O U T  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y



Research
S U P P O R T S  F O R  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N

( M e r r i t t  e t  a l . ,  2 0 1 8 ,  p .  2 7 )



First PeoplesFirst Peoples
Principles ofPrinciples of
LearningLearning

01.

02.

03.

Learning ultimately supports the
well-being of the self, the family, the
community, the land, the spirits, and
the ancestors.

Learning is holistic, reflexive,
reflective, experiential, and relational
(focused on connectedness, on
reciprocal relationships, and a sense
of place).

Learning involves generational
roles and responsibilities.

04. Learning involves patience
and time.



Curriculum
Connections

K - 3  C a r e e r  E d :  
r o l e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  h o m e ,  a t
s c h o o l ,  a n d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y

4 - 5  C a r e e r  E d :  
g e n e r a t i o n a l  r o l e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

6 - 7  C a r e e r  E d :  
l o c a l  a n d  g l o b a l  n e e d s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
( s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
s t e w a r d s h i p ,  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  e f f e c t i v e  u s e
o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  e t c . ) ,  g l o b a l  c i t i z e n s h i p

CONTENT :



Q & AQ & A

01 02
Should the
curriculum contain
more on
sustainability
education?

Would it be
beneficial for
elementary teachers
to receive training in
sustainability
education?

03
Is it more effective
to teach
sustainability as a
standalone subject
or integrate it into
existing subjects like
science and social
studies?

04
Do you think
sustainability is
something you will
consider in your
teaching practice?
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